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Editorial
Moving forward – At Last!

After more than eighteen months of uncertainty over
our funding, the decision by the Church of Scotland to
fund a post (see article below) that will support Eco-
Congregation is great news! It means that the
programme has gained both security and recognition
and comes at a time when the need for churches to
show leadership and stimulate action to care better for
God’s world has never been greater.

Eco-Congregation remains a fully ecumenical project.
It would be good to see other denominations buying
into the programme and really taking ownership. We
have been working on this and also continue to work
on gaining further funding from outside agencies.
In the meantime, the work goes on apace! As you will
see, we have had a record number of award winners
and new networks are springing up across the
country. Thanks to your enthusiasm, dedication and
hard work Eco-Congregation is truly coming of age!

News
From the Church of Scotland

The success and growth of the Eco-
Congregation Programme in Scotland
has been impressive. Increasing
numbers of congregations have set
themselves to understand and act on
both the scientific evidence of the
changes going in our planet, and the
biblical injunction to take responsibility for the
creation. What has been less evident is an attempt to
bring denominational structures and ways of working
into the same conversation. A few months ago the
Church of Scotland began asking how it could best
address this. After some time of deliberation, it has
been decided to establish a two-year project called
“Responding to Climate Change”, being funded jointly
by three of the councils of the Church.

In those two years, it is anticipated that the councils
and central structures will examine what they do and
how they do it in the light of current thinking around
climate change. They will seek to adapt their ways of
working to reduce substantially their carbon footprint,
and to increase their understanding of the ways in
which our everyday working lives impact upon the
creation of which we are a part.

The project will, among other things, look at:
� how we relate to those parts of the world most

at risk from the effects of climate change;
� what worship resources are available or might

be made available to help us make these
concerns more fully part of our prayer life;

� how the “bottom-up” approach of Eco-
Congregation can be met by a “top-down”
response – what encouragement, help,
recognition would be most useful.

To take the project forward, a project officer will be
appointed, who will also work directly with the Eco-
Congregation Programme, helping take it forward and
develop in sustainable ways.

Two years is not a long time, so we will have to use it
well. We are looking forward to getting started.
David Sinclair, Council Secretary, Church and Society
Council, Church of Scotland

For further details of the Project Officer post see:
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/opportunities/opsv
acancies.htm

Victoria Beale – A Rocha UK’s new Rep in
Scotland

A Rocha is a Christian nature conservation
organisation working across five continents, the name
coming from the Portuguese for “the Rock,” as the first
initiative was a field study centre in Portugal. A Rocha
UK helps individuals, groups, churches and
communities think about their use of the environment,
and develop practical ways to care for people and the
planet, both locally and globally.

Victoria Beale recently started work as A Rocha’s
Regional Rep for Scotland. To find out more about
what A Rocha is doing in Scotland, ask someone from
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